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The Ou ill De~. l!l 1974 
INTERVIEW WITH BILL KAHN 
Lisa Dubois, a sophomore majoring in Creative Writing, returns 
to the pages of the Quill this issue with another interview, this 
time with William Kahn, one of RWC's more active students. 
Kahn, studying a combined major of Fine Arts and Sociology, is a 
good example of just how varied a student's accomplishments at 
Roger Williams can be. He has appeared in two coffeehouse 
productions and participated in a student poetry reading spon-
sored by the Creative Writing department in March of '73, his 
first year as Resident Assistant. On December 3 of this year Kahn 
was appointed student assistant · to Academic Dean William 
Zannini. 
does well. The English de-
partment is falling apart be-
cause people are coming in 
for something more specializ-
ed. English majors who write, 
flock to the Creative Writing 
department. If they're inter-
ested in another department 
of English they usually try to 
get a teaching degree. 
D: Do you think Dorm Gov-
ernment is actually beneficial 
to the students living in the 
dorm'? 
Recently, Bill has taken up pain ting, trying to use "white on 
white". He does his best to use his brush without dropping it on 
his pants in the process. Generally, his paintings are of a mellow 
nature, though his collage titled "Funny Boys" is a far cry from 
mellow. It is framed and hanging on the wall of his dorm room, 
where the interview took place. 
K: It could be, and I've seen it 
make some good changes. It's 
a long route, although an 
effective one, because it's let-
ting the students have a say 
Dubois: Who are the major 
influences in your life'? 
Kahn: The first person I can 
think of, though not in any 
specific order is (Robert) 
Bly, because I actually met 
him. He did some strange 
things. Also, R.D. Laing is 
another person because I'm 
into both psychology and the 
fine arts, and Laing kind of 
brings them both together 
for me. He writes something 
like poetry, well, poetry, but 
with a heavy emphasis on 
_/
psychology. My father is also 
a major influence upon me 
because I got heavily social-
ized by him. He gave me 
tremendous freedom, which 
was not total freedom, but 
guiding freedom. Nixon was 
a great influence, a very good 
influence. He made me feel 
good. When you see someone 
to that extreme-such a bad 
man, it makes you feel good 
about yourself. At least 
you're decent, and that's 
what I really care about. 
D: Do you consider yourself an 
intellectual'? 
K: No. My brother thinks I am. 
I have common sense, and 
common knowledge. I prac-
tice a thought pattern, really 
getting down to a science on 
how I think, how to make 
decisions, and when your de-
cisions are made right, people 
tend to think you're smart, 
intelligent or whatever be-
cause your percentage of be- . 
ing right is so much higher 
than other people's. 
D: What made you want to 
become a Roger Williams 
College student'? 
K: They let me in right away. I 
also applied to Franconia 
College but they hassled me a 
lot, and the place seemed too 
much like Baldwin (the high 
school he attended). I want-
ed something a little more 
structured, as this school ap-
peared to be. 
/ .0: Naturally my next question 
-~ is: what made you stay so 
long'? 
K: There was no reason to 
leave. It had everything I 
needed for where I was at. 
Besides carrying four or five 
courses. I wanted to spend 
my time thinking, setting up 
and taking part in different 
organizations, just learning 
the mechanics of life. I didn't 
stand still, so found it very 
challenging for me here in things that seem minor, 
scholastically, because I'm but when people live here 
not a full-time student. day· in and day out the issues 
D: So part of staying here was are rather big. 
being fulfilled by your own D: When you were a senate 
accomplishments'? member did you gain any-
K: Well, of course I deal with thing'? 
my own accomplishments, K: I learned an awful lot. I got 
but now I'm ready to move to know the administration 
in another direction. Now, which is very important, and 
after four years I want to they got to know me. I learn-
move on and do something ed how to organize, and be-
else. I'll miss this place, but came sharper and more art-
it's time to go. I've used the iculate because I ~ad to 
school, and I've given to the speak out at the meetmgs. It 
school; so it's m>t a one way- - was-a"-good- realease for me. 
thing. D: Why aren't you a senator 
D: The reason I ask this is now'? 
because so many smalt pri- K: Mainly becaus~ I'm tak!m 
vate schools are floundering. up by the R.A. ]Ob, and I m 
Do you think RWC will be contin_uing_ to grow in di~fer-
able to keep it's gates open ent directions. I have mght 
for many years to come'? courses, and I'm a Big 
K. I h" k th t 11 th Brother to a little boy with-
. t m ~ noi;ma Y . ey out a father in Bristol that I 
could, but if_ we re headmg see. I headed up and am part 
for a depress~on, or even, a of a sexual awareness group 
?eeper recess10~ than we re that meets weekly for 3-4 
m now then 1t would be hours so my time is taken 
tough for anything to stay up ' 
open. It might go down along D· ·would you agree that 
with everything else, but the ~ampus life is a very secure, 
school is growing, and it's little microcosm that isn't 
reputation is better than real at all'? 
when I first came here. It has K: Sure it's as real as anything 
a consistent student body. else. Is living on a farm with 
We had some extremely ten cows, one mother, and 
bright people my first year, one father normal'? Or, is 
but we also had a lot of 
flunkies. I think now we have living on the eightieth floor 
of an apartment building on 
a better balance of good, 77th and 2nd Ave. normal'? 
normal students. Again, I 
think unless the whole It's not normal. Nothing's 
country falls apart, then normal, so everything's nor-
RWC will be around for a ma!. Abnormality is normal. 
long time. I want to believe D: What are you going to do 
that. I suppose it's no fun with yourself when you get 
being an alumnus if the out in the big world'? 
school doesn't exist. K: I don't really know. I have 
some alternatives now, I'd 
D: Is there anything in particu- like to go into Vista, or 
Jar that seriously bothers you possibly graduate school. 
about the school'? D: Have you got any place in 
K: No. mind for graduate school. 
D: There's nothing you'd like K: URI. It would be in the 
to change'? education department, guid-
K: Well, the only thing I'd ance and counseling. Maybe 
really like to change is hear- I'll go back to New York and 
ing people constantly bitch- take courses at the New 
ing about the school. Every- School. 
one seems to feel it's their D: What type of work would 
obligation to bitch. If some- you do in New York'? 
one is concerned about their K: Beats me. I'm a city boy, 
education, then they're going which I don't think many 
to get it here . people understand about me. 
D: Which department do you I'd very much like to go into 
think is the strongest here'? the rural sections of this 
K: The psychology department country. I don't want to go 
mostly because of the back to live in the city unless 
amount of students in it. I I find something goop to do 
think the theatre department there. I don't want to go 
back and just do anything. 
D: What makes you think 
people don't understand that 
you are indeed a city boy'? 
K: I don't think that people 
that aren't from the city can 
understand that people from 
the city always have the city 
to go back to. It's like you 
try to stay out of it, or at 
least I do. I've always had a 
terrible picture in my mind 
that I would someday be 
pushing a hot dog vending 
thing, and I don't want to do 
that. 
D: You seriously thought that 
someday you might have to 
do that'? 
K: Yea, I still do. 
D: Have you ever considered 
college a thorough waste of 
your time and money'? 
K:No. 
D: You've never asked your-
self, "What the hell am I 
doing here'?" 
K: I did once during my sopho-
more year during a dark per-
iod. One night I looked in 
the mirror and asked, "What 
the hell am I doing here'?" 
and I was sure I was going to 
take off my junior year, but 
--then I got the R:-A. job. -
D: What made you become an 
R.A.'? 
K: Money, and because I like 
people. It was also a very 
convenient job for me on 
campus. 
D: You're considered by some 
an authoritarian, which in a 
sense, you are. Do you have a 
power hang-up'? 
K: No. No, not at all. I feel 
that what I do is very neces-
sary, and I think my style is 
effective. Unless people have 
a completely closed mind for 
nine months, then they're 
going to get something out of 
it. The people who view me 
as a pig would see anyone in 
my position as such, and 
they are completely closed 
people. I can't worry about 
that. 
D: Had you won the senior 
class presidency election 
what would you have done 
that nobody else could have'? 
K: I don't think that anyone 
else can work with Bob 
McKenna (Dean of Student 
Services) the way I can. I 
have a very good relationship 
with him. Both a personal 
and a working relationship. 
We could have worked very 
well together because we're 
perfectly frank with one an-
other. I think he's comfort-
able with me. I live on this 
campus. That would have 
helped, having someone here 
all the time. 
K: Bob Wertz from Providence. 
At the end of the year I 
would've given a commence-
ment speech which I'd have 
enjoyed very much. I 
would've written a fine 
speech, and I've got a lot to 
say about the school. I don't 
think Wertz has perspective 
about the Bristol campus 
which is where the school is 
now. I think it would have 
been really good for a · stu-
dent to recap the years 
1971-197 5 at commence-
ment, as I would have done. I 
have a lot of spirit, and can 
get things done. 
D: Are you terribly regretful 
over losing the election'? 
K: I was upset, but it was ex-
pected. 
D: Didn't you think you were 
going to win'? 
K: - No. It was very difficult : 
because Bob got all the votes 
from the Providence campus, 
and Jerry Palmer and I split 
the Bristol votes. 
D: How many people voted'? 
K: Only about one hundred 
and ten which makes me feel 
apprehensive about senior 
class concern. 
D: What's the basis of your 
sexual awareness group'? 
K: The basis is that people are 
dedicated, and that they have 
some sort of need to be with 
peers and share theh 
thoughts. 
D: How do you go about evok-
ing discussion'? 
K: It's very free and open. We 
talk about specific problems 
that people are going 
through. We discuss abstract 
problems like the good times 
and the bad times we've had. 
D: In your weekly sessions, do 
you feel a sense of accom-
plishment'? 
K: Yes. Just getting together 
for three or four hours in a 
situation that's moderately 
pressure free from outside 
forces, and is contained in a 
group that is only peers is the 
great alternative to the mas-
ses, or just being one on one 
with somebody. 
D: Do you rely on anyone's 
published views'? 
K: No. Once in a while we'll 
try something out of a sensi-
tivity book to relax, then 
we'll talk about how it felt. 
D: I know you're a writer of 
sorts, and have been publish-
ed. In what state of mind do 
you do most of your writing'? 
K: Either extremely happy, or 
extremely sad. 
D: Have you written mucti 
fiction'? 
K: No, I can't write. I can put 
words together to form 
images, but I can't write 
lines. 
D:Were you aware that David 
Bowie died last week'? 
K: Oh, no. I saw him last week. 
Uh, uh, I saw him. 
D: What is it that makes Bowie 
so appealing'? 
K: His music, his slickness. 
D: Do you understand him'? 
K: Yea. He really wants to 
make it big in music. He's 
slick. 
D: What is your main goal in 
life'? 
K: To find. a woman who loves 
me as much as I love her. · 
D: What is it about theatre you 
like so much'? Don't answer 
me, I know it's the Napol-
eons they serve in the coffee-
house. 
Cont'd. Pg. 4 
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R.W.C. Check-Up Due 
With preparations for the upcoming re-accreditation process 
underway, an important channel of input is being ignored. 
President Gauvey asked that the Student Senate arrange an open 
seminar on the accreditation process, and just such a seminar was 
held on Wednesday, December 11th . A vital indicator of the 
credibility of a college, as well as a prerequisite for the acceptance 
of a student's degree by many businesses and institutions, 
accreditation IS a concern of all members of RWC's community. 
Apparently, very few students would agree with that. Thirty-
five people showed at the seminar. The Quill extends a thanks to 
them for their concern with the future of RWC, and wonders 
what coq,ld have been so important as to keep attendance to such 
a small number. 
For the hundreds of others, I guess that a summary of the 
meeting is necessary. President Gauvey was informative in 
explaining the accreditation process, and the various degrees of 
accreditation that are obtainable. 
The process is extremely involved. It hinges primarily on a 
self-study of the institution, which is being carried on by the 
administration, faculty, and many students. These numerous 
studies, which view RWC in terms of our commitment and action 
directed to furthering our objectives, will be combined and 
readied for the accreditation team by March 3rd . 
On April 20-22, an accrediting team will be on campus, to read 
the study and begin an in-depth analysis of RWC, asking 
questions of administrators, faculty and students. 
President Gauvey dispelled doubts about RWC's not being 
accredited. There is a chance, though a slim one, that the team 
will find certain areas in need of strengthening, and extend RWC's 
accreditation for another year, to allow us time to strengthen 
those areas. There is less than a 1% chance that RWC will not 
receive accreditation. 
President Gauvey again extended an invitation to ALL students 
to use his office and the Student Senate as a clearinghouse for 
their ideas and problems. He expressed real interest in having 
more seminars on topics that students feel are important to them, 
and to others at Roger Williams College. 
Fitz 
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You Can Make Change 
Editor: 
After reviewing the approved 
budgets as published in the 
December 10 issue of the Quill , 
I can't help but feel that there 
is either some funny politics 
going on or the Senate just 
does not know what they are 
doing. Upon studying the 
budgets it becomes evident 
that it can only be political 
playing. 
My main concern is with 
Dorm Government. Last year 
Dorm Government accomplish-
ed a great deal for dorm stu-
dents as well as for the entire 
school. This group provided 
buses for students so they 
could attend away basketball 
games, purchased a color tele-
vision for the common lounge 
which is available to all stu-
dents, and presented a Spring 
Week-end, something the Sen-
ate hasn't done in three years. 
They did this on a $2,100 
budget. This year they received 
a paltry $350 to operate on. 
Why would the Senate , in ef-
fect, end a club's existence by 
underbudgeting them so badly 
that they can't operate? It is 
this that I don't understand. 
True the Senate may say that 
they can use social committee 
funds, but so can't any other 
club. Now here's where the fun 
begins. Remember that Dorm 
Government not only serves 
the 600 students that live in 
the dorms but "it also serves the 
entire school. 
Note that the Photography 
Club received more than twice 
as much as Dorm Government 
and the only person that I 
know of in that club is the 
Student Senate President. Also 
note the Football Club, a new 
club, that received twice as 
much as Dorm Government. In 
these financially hard times 
when major universities are dis-
continuing football because of 
the high expenses involved and _ 
running such an activity, a few 
people here wish to start a 
teaJI!. It is pure nonsense to 
believe that RWC can support a 
team at this time, club or 
otherwise yet they are gener-
ously funded . Another remark-
able development is that the 
Senate now funds a fraternity. 
Never in the history of Roger 
Williams has the Senate funded 
a frat, for whatever reason. The 
Student Senate must stay com-
pletely divorced from frater-
nities as they are by their very 
nature a closed club and the 
constitution expressly forbids 
such funding. Does anyone 
know why the Chess Club got 
280 .dollars? Well the money is 
to buy clocks. Yeah clocks. I 
just thought I would tell you 
that. The Senate gave the Chess 
Club $280 of your money to 
buy clocks. 
Now take a look at the Radio 
Club. I'm the general manager 
of this club. I run the finances 
of this club and never even saw 
our proposed bu(lget. Nor was 
I ever informed as to when our 
budget hearings were to take 
place. How did this happen? 
The president of the Radio 
Club with no consent of the 
club, submitted a budget to the 
Senate. The Radio Club has 
had one 5 minute meeting and 
it was agreed that it was impos-
sible to form and run a radio 
station this year. How then did 
the Radio Club receive $1,000? 
The president of the Radio 
Club received $1,000 which 
has been sitting someplace do-
ing nothing the entire fall sem-
ester. 
Finally - w-ould.- you- please 
look at this. On the top of the 
list of approved budgets sits 
the Political Forum. This club 
or groups is supposed to pro-
vide speakers to the college to 
stimulate the academics of this 
school. It is totally new, and so 
far totally useless. They have 
not provided one, not one, 
speaker for the entire fall 
semester. Yet they are sitting 
there with $3,400 of your 
money and are doing nothing. 
I can not think of one good 
MERRY 
BHRISTMAS 
reason why so many useless 
and irrelevant clubs are so gen-
erously funded . I can only 
think of bad reasons; one in 
particular. ' 
Simply, it is your money that 
the Senate is wasting. The Sen-
ate was given $34,514.00 of 
your money to distribute as 
equitably as it coul_d. It is 
evident that the Senate has 
failed miserably. 
The only recourse that ·we 
have now to right all that has 
been done wrong is to put 
pressure on the Senate. De-
manding explanations and aim-
less protesting will not force 
the Senate to right all these 
wrongs. There is only one way 
to bring such pressure down. 
Clubs and groups such as the 
Quill, Drama Club, Womens 
Center, Black Society and 
Dorm Government should sim-
ply hand in their budgets and 
disband their clubs. This may 
sound self-defeating but a care-
ful study disproves this. How 
long do you think this school 
would stay accredited or be 
re-accredited if such groups did 
not exist. Especially if each 
club wrote a letter to the ac-
creditation board to tell them 
what happened. Lose the 
Photo Club and who cares. 
Lose the Quill and Dorm Gov-
ernment, or any of the other 
aforementioned clubs and ac-
creditation is in jeopardy. This 
is where we have our force and _ 
power to change something 
that has been done all wrong. 
In closing, think of this. The 
Senate is considering doubling 
the student activity fee because 
they claim they do not have 
enough money. The Senate 
can't manage $34,000, never 
mind $68,000. This would 
only give them twice as much 
money to give to special inter-
est groups. Let your feelings be 
heard and in doing so you will 
make the Senate do what the 
majority of students want. 
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Poeb!y---------------
Poems and prose appearing in THE QUILL come from 
student work submitted to Mr. Clark and Mr. McRoberts of 
the Creative Writing Department. It is the intention of THE 
QUILL to provide a column where the work of some of the 
many practicing and progressing writers at RWC can be · 
published. This column is regarded as a complement to 
ALDEBARAN, the College literary magazine, and students 
are urged to submit to both THE QUILL through Mr. 
McRoberts (F136) and to ALDEBARAN through S.A.S. or 
Lou Papineau. 
ELIZA~ Bohemia In Bristol 
Games 
Fog is rolling in 
with her crumpled shoulders. 
Glistening by her side 
is an elephant 
with silver-shouldered 
baseball players 
towing the refuse left by the 
umpire 
who had ridden the elephant 
to the game. 
A cop is shooting Al Capone. 
There are eyes revolving in 
the pin ball machines. 
My eyes; spitting their blood 
with every rebound of chaos 
and clogging the defense 
levers, 
leaving the player hopeless 
but letting him return to his 
freedom 
until the repairman comes. 
Only A Man Reading 
Bear-chested 
you shift in your chair 
reading War and Peace. 
I, the perched, sullen, 
snowy owl 
spy a glistening 
and am lit by our whiteness 
and the glow from your warm 
copper lamp. 
I see a friendly dog nudge 
you from behind. 
Your shoulders become water 
.,., shji.ven horizons, 
your breasts, soaked leaves 
on the ground, 
the wet foot-stones of some 
great coastal bluff. 
Sandra Grossi 
HELP I AGAIN I 
The Guill needs 
a Managing Editor 
APPLY OUICKL YI 
For those who envision a 
poetry reading as some sissy 
intellectual dressed in a velvet 
suit and bow tie, leaning on a 
harpsicord in a chandeliered 
drawing room intoning "thees" 
and "thous" while bespectacl-
ed undergraduate Vassar girls 
sit knees together on the edge 
of antique chairs sipping 
tea ... forget it. The recent 
series of readings at Eliza's 
Restaurant in B1·istol has been 
a madcap scene with " the 
poet's eye, in a fine frenzy 
rolling." 
Interest in writing and the 
participation in the Creative 
Writing program at Roger Wil-
liams College has exploded this 
last year. Students majoring in 
this area are nearly four times 
the number who took part last 
semester and as a result the 
demand for presentations of 
student poetry and fiction has 
outgrown the ability of the 
college to set up college-
sponsored readings. Because of 
the interest and initiative of 
the owner of Eliza's, Joe Faria, 
a RWC graduate and longtime 
participant in Eliza's fledgeling 
poetry readings, and Robert 
McRoberts of RWC's Creative 
Writing department, poetry has 
spread from the college's lec-
ture halls to Eliza's dining 
rooms. 
Eliza's first RWC reading 
crammed a downstairs room 
with about three times the fire 
marshall's limit of people while 
the poets perched in borrowed 
chairs and squinted out stanzas 
in the glow of a candle taken 
from one of the dining tables. 
The second reading was an 
improvement because a lighted 
music stand and small ampli-
fication system was provided. 
Adriene Maher ignored the 
-
Eliza's 
ONE STATE STREET 
BRISTOL, RHODE ISLAND 
253-2777 
Eliza's has a 
HAPPY HOUR 
2-6 Daily 
Weekdays 
- ···.· .. 
' - . "· ' . . . . . - ···. 
. . 
. . 
. . . . 
mike but used the light to read 
some fine narrative poetry. 
Once again the room was over-
flowing with poetry freaks, 
some people who came late for 
dinner and got trapped in a 
corner by the crowd, and a 
spontaneously organized en-
counter group who spilled 
wine, candle wax, went outside 
for relaxation exercises in the 
season's first snowfall , and fin-
ally closed the place with the 
cry, "we better get the hell 
home and study for tomor-
row's poetry exercise." Local 
winos drifting home from 
Rockies made little , or perhaps 
complete, sense of all this. 
The third, and most recent 
reading, involved four RWC 
students, and Joe Faria, who 
swapped off with folksinger 
Dave McCoomb. Lou Papineau 
(Pappynew to those who 
know) used his previous exper-
ience as a poetry reader to his 
advantage, involving the audi-
ence with a poem written dur-
ing a previous reading, a group 
participation poem where the 
audience chanted "come on 
over!" for every other line, and 
some of his other outrageous 
surrealistic poetry. Lou's sense 
of humor ("trysting the night 
away") , ~d ridiculous images 
("falsies on tricycles kissing the 
wallpaper in dollhouses") help 
the listener penetrate the Lou 
Papineau ozone. 
Cliff Saunders talked little 
more than usual. He hates to 
introduce his material with 
anything more than, "the next 
poem I'd like to read is," but 
usually the materal talks for 
itself. Cliff's "world shaking 
like a trampoline" gave way to 
a lynching and a "rainbow col-
ored noose ." The apocolypse 
ended in a reading from Cliff's 
thesis project, the poetry col-
lection "Nemesis of Fire." 
Sandra Grossi is graduating 
this semester and had never 
done a reading before the 
Eliza's stint. However, she gave 
a controlled, Gary Snyder-
confident, presentation of ma-
terial which displayed a mature 
constancy of voice. Sandra has 
been living in a Newport man-
sion which in recent years has 
been converted to a somewhat 
dilapidated apartment house. 
Possibly this atmosphere has 
contributed to the gothic tone 
of "The Bridal Nun," and her 
images of "frogs/grunting on 
.tufts in swamps," "black 
shawls," "Barren skulls in 
those engravings of Albrect 
Durer," and "bear-chested" 
men "reading War and Peace" 
by a "warm copper lamp." 
Sandra's reading of her "Alde-
baran" prize poem "Providence 
Under the Rafters" was superb. 
Cindy Brafman had to work 
against the effects of an over 
long evening. Being fourth in 
line and up on stage before a 
crowd who's been sipping the 
Qmt'd. Page 4 
Creative Writing Dept. 
Presents James Tate 
On December 4 in Lecture 
Hall 130, James Tate read from 
his poetry to an audience of 
about 120, and it was one of 
the most enjoyable and mem-
. orable readings ever conducted 
at RWC. No words can suffice 
to explain how much I admire 
and respect James Tate and his 
poetry . ' I had been looking 
forward to his reading at RWC 
for months, and I wasn't disap-
pointed. Tate distinguishes 
himself from every other 
American poet in three distinct 
ways: his excellent ability with 
language and phrasing; his un-
paralleled imagination; and his 
unequalled sense of humor. 
Tate exhibited all three of 
. these in his reading, delighting 
and moving his audience to 
much applause . 
Tate read a total of twenty-
four poems, two-thirds of 
which were new poems and 
prose poems from his latest 
book Hottentot Ossuary. The 
best poems he read from this 
book were "The Grace of 
God", a prose poem both hum-
orous and disturbing in its nar-
rative of two lovers in a violent 
struggle; "A Terrible Cold", a 
very humorous prose poem 
about a trip to an all-night 
drugstore; and "View from the 
Top", a prose poem built upon 
brilliant metaphors and 
thought-provoking questions. 
From there Tate read some 
recent poems which will appear 
in his next collection. All of 
these were excellent poems, 
giving us Tate addicts some-
_thing to really look forwa:d to 
in his next collection of poems. 
His readings of "Poem (I Can't 
Speak fdt the Wind)", "Schiz-
ophrenic Kiss," and "Dreamy 
Cars Graze on the Dewy Boule-
vard" were especially well read . 
The final third of Tate's read-
ing consisted of older poems 
from his collections The Obli-
vion Ha-Ha, Hints to Pilgrims, 
and Abscenses. All of these 
poems are fabulous, including 
some of my favorite Tate 
poems such as "It's Not the 
Heat So Much as the Humi-
dity," about returning to his 
home town of Kansas City; 
"Fuck the Astronauts," an in-
credible poem with such mem-
orable lines as "I am the hash-
ish pinball machine/that rapes 
a piano;" and "Boomerang," 
an intense long poem which 
Tate appropriately read at 
breakneck speed and which 
ends with these lines: "they 
walked to the end of the/ 
avenue but only from an 
excess/of happiness the love-
able lunatics/are on the loose 
again cocaine/insane oasis of 
the star's rain." 
Tate's reading style was both 
relaxing and convincing, and 
I'm sure that many people in 
the audience who previously 
were unfamiliar with Tate's 
poetry are now gobbling it up 
and treasuring his books. It is 
to the credit of the Creative 
Writing Department that such 
fine writers as James Tate are 
brought to RWC and exposed 
to students who themselves 
wish to become writers. 
- Cliff Saunders 
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COld'd OK----
KAHN Cont'd. From Pg. l 
K: Well, let's put it this way-if 
they didn't serve the Napol-
eons and something to drink 
I don't know if I'd make it as 
often. As it is now, I see 
plays I've seen before be-
cause I like to see people 
acting. I always feel I can 
learn something from watch-
ing people take the roles of 
other characters. It's a gas 
watching people do stuff like 
that. 
D: Why don't you read books? 
K: I never read a book from 
cover to cover, not even nov-
els beca'tise I'm lazy. I don't 
know how, though I'm en-
vious of people that do read, 
but it's boring for me, so I do 
something else instead. 
D: Don't you feel that you're 
missing something? 
K: Yea. I'm missing the New 
York Jets, and the New Eng-
land Patriots football game 
on t.v. 
D: When you were younger did 
you dislike reading? 
K: Always. 
D: Do you think there's too 
much drug usage by dorm 
students? 
K: Some people do, but I don't 
think the situation is that 
bad. 
D: How about sex; is that 
changing? 
K: Yea. I've always been naive 
about the goings on between 
people. It seems like they're 
getting into it a little more. 
D: Is it good or bad? 
ELIZA'S From Pg. 3 
Bud and Heinekins for an hour 
or two is not easy. The stacatto 
effect of "Glow" and the red-
light reading of the "bitch" 
poem brought attention back 
to some fine personiil poetry . 
Some experienced poets pre-
fer reading in surroundings 
which more clearly define the 
attitudes of the poet, the audi-
ence, and the gathering in gen-
eral. If the presentations at 
Eliza's can be faulted the flaw 
lies in the shifting relationship 
and listener. Reading in an 
atmosphere of accumulating in-
ebriation, background noise, 
and mixed interest makes 
special demands. One solution, 
in this instance, would be to 
return to a more compact for-
mat. Perhaps more essential 
and basic is the need for the 
performers-and a writer who 
gets up on a stage in the 
spotlight and reads his work is 
a performer-to apply at least 
minimal dramatic technique to 
their material. If David Slavitt 
demonstrated anything at his 
K: I think it should be good, 
but it's bad because the 
people don't seem to be pre-
pared for it-mentally. If 
they were, then it wouldn't 
matter. 
D: What's your reason for not 
thinking so? 
K: Because, I've worked and 
lived with people for four 
years now, and I've seen 
them hurt and tom apart, 
and pregnant. Obviously they 
aren't able to handle heavy 
sex. 
D: But college is traditionally 
the place where people have 
the freedom to experiment 
with new things. Don't you 
think that's just a part of 
college? 
K: Yes, but in the process it's 
unpleasant to see someone's 
life destroyed. 
D: Do you think it's that bad? 
K: For some people. 
D: What made you go to col-
lege, or did you just always 
know that you were going to 
"'-go?• 
K: No, I never thought I was 
going to go. I suppose it was 
of lack of anything else to 
do, and I didn't want to sell 
hot dogs. 
D: Is there anything about 
Rhode Island that you es-
pecially like? 
K; Yea, the water, I guess. 
D: What happens to you when 
the moon is full? 
K: 
RWC reading in early Novem-
ber it was that a dramatic, or at 
least enthusiastic, presentation 
does wonders for poetry. It can 
enhance good material and 
even carry mediocre material. 
Reading poetry, in a coffee 
house environment, demands 
that a rapport be established 
between performer and audi-
ence. The application of cer-
tain communication skills can 
help a lot. These readings are, 
of course, something of a train-
ing ground for local artists and 
for many it's their first exper-
ience of this kind. It is proba-
bly enough to have them and 
their work available in com-
fortable surroundings and not 
press for polished perform-
ances. The poetry is quality 
work and if the listener cares 
enough he will overcome the 
distractions. 
Eliza's new upstairs decor is 
cozy with curtains all around, a 
quiet carpet, tables stocked 
with free potato chips, and 
highback rocking chairs at 
many of the tables. A wide 
stairwell hung with potted 
S~Ollf6--------
HAWKS LOSE 
The RWC hockey team has 
had their troubles. They have 
run up a four game winless 
streak, with a 7 to 3 loss to 
Fitchburg State in the season 
opener; a 5 to 5 tie to Gordon; 
a 4 to 2 loss to Nasson; and a 3 
to 2 loss to Stonehill last night. 
The Hawks took a 1 to 0 lead 
in the first period with a goal 
by Bobby Pendergast assisted 
by Paul Proulx and Dave 
Moore. This lead didn't last 
long as Stonehill came back 
with three goals in the second 
period. At 11:48 in the third 
period Paul Corriveau scored 
plants separates the room into 
two areas which allow close 
access to performers or an area 
where you can still see and 
hear but which is detached and 
allows for quiet conversation 
with a date or friends. 
Customer demand will prob-
ably result in relocation of the 
stage to a comer opposite from 
where it now is because its 
present location is much too 
close to the bar. The clinking 
of glasses, the rattle of ice, 
wheezing of cooler unit com-
pressors, popping of bottle 
tops, and the chatter of barten-
ders and waitresses currently is 1 
too much competition for the 
performers and the attention 
of the audience. But, the sound 
system is good, the spotlights 
spot, and if the place gets 
crowded you can perch on the 
wide stair rail. Eliza's has lots 
of room to grow in what it can 
offer the public. Until now Salt 
and The Black Pearl, both in 
Newport, were the only con-
venient sources of folk music 
for Roger Williams students 
and lots of people in the Provi-
Buy 
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for the Hawks and cut Stone-
hills lead to 3 to 2. With one 
minute left in the game the 
Hawks pulled their goalie Jay 
O'Neil for a sixth skater, but 
were unable to tie the game. 
The Hawks record is now 
0-3-1. In all four games the 
dence area. Eliza's is the only 
poet's sanctuary in the area. 
The potential of this forum for 
other writers, actors, musi-
cians, and other creative people 
has only been explored a little . 
Judging from the turnouts at 
the first readings a lot of 
people want to hear some new 
voices, sing along, and rub el-
bows with people with similar 
Hawks have scored the first 
goal of the game. This P"· - ">e 
a bad omen. If the Hawks have 
to let the other team score the 
first goal of the game to win 
it's worth the try. 
Robert Morris 
interests. 
If you get too blitzed, Eliza's 
is on the comer of Thames and 
State, less than a hundred 
yards from the waterfront and 
the sobering breeze which 
comes across the lobsterboat 
landing. That's only a block 
down from Old Stone Bank 
and an easy "thumb" back to 
the campus. 
Christmas Gifts ! 
ARMY & NAVY SURPLUS DISCOUNT 
The Army-Navy Discount Store that is a MUSEUM too!! 
Wild * Weird * Unusual * Interesting 
Footlockers *Trunks * Canvas* Tarpaulins* Truck & 
Boat Covers * Life Rafts * U.S. Army Down Sleeping 
Bags *Army Field Jackets* 13 Button Navy Wool Pants 
* Navy Bell-Bottom Dungarees *Air Force Giant Para- · 
chutes* Air Force Style Snorkle Parkas* B-15 Leather 
Flight Jackets* Nazi Helmets* Antiques •Sh ps' Wheels 
*Lights* Telescopes. Open Sundays and Holidays. 
262 Thames Street - Newport 847-3073 
